
Minor ProphetsMinor Prophets



Minor ProphetsMinor Prophets

•• Prophets sorted into the Major and Minor Prophets sorted into the Major and Minor 

•• Only difference Only difference –– amount of materialamount of material
�� Minor Prophets not less important Minor Prophets not less important 

�� Just more conciseJust more concise



Minor ProphetsMinor Prophets

•• Chronology of Minor ProphetsChronology of Minor Prophets

C
ap

tiv
ity

United
Kingdom

Judah

Israel

United
Kingdom

PrePre--ExilicExilic
Warn of JudgmentWarn of Judgment

ExilicExilic
Assure RestorationAssure Restoration

• Amos
• Hosea
• Jonah

PostPost--ExilicExilic
Remind of GodRemind of God’’ s Promisess Promises

• Obadiah
• Joel
• Micah
• Zephaniah
• Nahum• Habbakkuk • Zechariah

• Haggai
• Malachi



Minor ProphetsMinor Prophets

•• Summation of ProphetsSummation of Prophets
�� You are sinning again You are sinning again 

�� God is going to judge you againGod is going to judge you again

�� You are worshipping other godsYou are worshipping other gods

�� God will use Babylonians to discipline you God will use Babylonians to discipline you 



Minor ProphetsMinor Prophets

•• Summation of ProphetsSummation of Prophets
�� Afterwards , God will restore nation Afterwards , God will restore nation 

�� Destroy all your enemies Destroy all your enemies 

�� Reign over us in righteousness Reign over us in righteousness 

�� Bring peace to land foreverBring peace to land forever



Minor ProphetsMinor Prophets

•• Basic ingredients of prophets Basic ingredients of prophets 
�� Warning of impending judgment Warning of impending judgment 

•• Caused by nationCaused by nation’’ s sinfulnesss sinfulness

•• Description of the sinDescription of the sin

�� Description of the coming judgmentDescription of the coming judgment

�� Call for repentanceCall for repentance

�� Promise of future deliverance Promise of future deliverance 



Minor ProphetsMinor Prophets

•• Prophetic TelescopeProphetic Telescope
•• ProphetsProphets’’ view of futureview of future

�� Sees details as part of the same eventSees details as part of the same event
�� May in fact be separate eventsMay in fact be separate events

•• Failure to recognize this factFailure to recognize this fact
�� ConfusionConfusion
�� First and second coming of Christ First and second coming of Christ 
�� Other important eventsOther important events



FarFar
FulfillmentFulfillment

NearNear

FulfillmentFulfillment

Minor ProphetsMinor Prophets

•• Prophetic TelescopeProphetic Telescope

First ComingFirst Coming Second ComingSecond Coming

Church AgeChurch Age



AMOSAMOS

The Roar of JudgmentThe Roar of Judgment



AmosAmos

•• PrePre--Exilic ProphetExilic Prophet

•• Sheepherder from JudahSheepherder from Judah

•• Received direct call from God Received direct call from God 

•• Prophesied to IsraelProphesied to Israel



AmosAmos

•• Went to Bethel IsraelWent to Bethel Israel’’ s capitols capitol
�� Place where Jacob had visionPlace where Jacob had vision

�� Now center IsraelNow center Israel’’ s idolatrys idolatry



AmosAmos

•• Jeroboam II IsraelJeroboam II Israel’’ s kings king
�� Israel at height of political powerIsrael at height of political power

�� Between 790Between 790--753 BC 753 BC 
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The Three/Four FormulaThe Three/Four Formula

•• Usually precedes a list of some sortUsually precedes a list of some sort

•• Actually Actually ““ xx”” plus plus ““ x plus 1x plus 1””

•• Used to emphasize completenessUsed to emphasize completeness
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Judgment against the nationsJudgment against the nations
SyriaSyria
(1:3(1:3--5)5)

PhilistiaPhilistia
(1:6(1:6--88))

PhoeniciaPhoenicia
(1:9(1:9--10)10)

EdomEdom
(1:11(1:11--12)12)

JudahJudah
(2:4(2:4--5)5)

MoabMoab
(2:1(2:1--3)3)

AmmonAmmon
(1:13(1:13--15)15)

IsraelIsrael
(2:6(2:6--16)16)



ApplicationApplication

•• God is patient, not permissiveGod is patient, not permissive

•• Believers have a greater responsibility to Believers have a greater responsibility to 
obeyobey

•• We cannot condemn others and overlook We cannot condemn others and overlook 
our own sinsour own sins



JoelJoel



Joel Joel -- AuthorAuthor

•• Name means Jehovah is GodName means Jehovah is God

•• Name is combination of two names of GodName is combination of two names of God
�� YahwehYahweh

�� ElohimElohim

•• Reverse of Elijah Reverse of Elijah –– God is JehovahGod is Jehovah

•• Our title transliteration of the Hebrew wordOur title transliteration of the Hebrew word



Joel Joel -- AuthorAuthor

•• We know little about JoelWe know little about Joel
�� Called son of Called son of PethuelPethuel

�� He was from JudahHe was from Judah

�� References to Jerusalem indicate that he was References to Jerusalem indicate that he was 
from Jerusalemfrom Jerusalem



Joel Joel -- DateDate

•• Difficult to dateDifficult to date
•• Temple is functioning Temple is functioning 
•• Judah is inhabited Judah is inhabited 
•• Jews trading with Jews trading with SabeansSabeans
•• Enemies of Israel Enemies of Israel 

�� TyreTyre
�� SidonSidon
�� EgyptEgypt
�� Edom Edom 



Joel Joel -- PurposesPurposes

•• Warn Judah of the coming Day of the LordWarn Judah of the coming Day of the Lord

•• Urge Judah to repent of their sinsUrge Judah to repent of their sins

•• Proclaim future restoration of the nation Proclaim future restoration of the nation 



AssyriaAssyria
Or Or 

BabylonBabylon
The

Tribulation

JoelJoel

Day ofDay of
TheThe
LordLord



Joel Joel -- OutlineOutline

•• Destruction Destruction -- 1:11:1--2:112:11

•• Call for Repentance 2:12Call for Repentance 2:12--1717

•• Deliverance Deliverance -- 2:182:18--3:213:21
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NATIONS

2:18-3:21

JOEL
Israel and the Nations in the Day of the Lord



ApplicationApplication

•• God does not ignore sinGod does not ignore sin

•• God is gracious and patient and may relent God is gracious and patient and may relent 
if we repentif we repent

•• Repentance is internal, heartfelt repentance, Repentance is internal, heartfelt repentance, 
not just sociological reform not just sociological reform 

•• God does have a future for His peopleGod does have a future for His people

•• God is in control  God is in control  



HoseaHosea



IntroductionIntroductionIntroduction

•• Strangest Book in BibleStrangest Book in Bible

•• Name means Name means ““ salvationsalvation””

•• May have ministered longer than any other May have ministered longer than any other 
prophet prophet 



IntroductionIntroductionIntroduction

•• Proportionally quoted more times in the NT Proportionally quoted more times in the NT 
than any OT book than any OT book 

•• Quoted 30 times in NTQuoted 30 times in NT



The ProphetThe ProphetThe Prophet

•• Commanded to marry a HarlotCommanded to marry a Harlot

•• Three reasonsThree reasons

�� ExperientialExperiential

�� IllustrativeIllustrative

�� PropheticProphetic

–– Hosea could understand God's heartHosea could understand God's heart

–– Living illustration of his messageLiving illustration of his message

–– Names of children describe Israel's Names of children describe Israel's 
future punishmentfuture punishment



The ProphetThe ProphetThe Prophet

•• His ChildrenHis Children’’ s prophetic namess prophetic names

�� JezreelJezreel

�� LoLo--RuhamahRuhamah

�� LoLo--AmmiAmmi

–– ScatteredScattered
–– Scattering of JehuScattering of Jehu’’ s Seeds Seed

–– Scattering of Northern KingdomScattering of Northern Kingdom

–– No more mercyNo more mercy

–– Not my peopleNot my people



God’s Description of EphraimGodGod’’ s Description of Ephraims Description of Ephraim

•• Backsliding HeiferBacksliding Heifer

•• BakerBaker’’ s Hot Ovens Hot Oven

•• HalfHalf--Baked CakeBaked Cake

•• Silly DoveSilly Dove

•• Crooked BowCrooked Bow

•• Broken PotBroken Pot

•• Wandering AnimalWandering Animal

•• DriedDried--up Rootup Root

•• Empty vineEmpty vine



God’s Prediction for EphraimGodGod’’ s Prediction for Ephraims Prediction for Ephraim

•• His disciplineHis discipline

•• Many Days without . . .Many Days without . . .
�� KingKing

�� PrincePrince

�� SacrificeSacrifice

�� ImageImage

�� EphodEphod

�� TeraphimTeraphim
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God’s Prediction for EphraimGodGod’’ s Prediction for Ephraims Prediction for Ephraim

•• His deliveranceHis deliverance
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JonahJonah

The Disobedient ProphetThe Disobedient Prophet



JonahJonah

•• Unique among prophetsUnique among prophets
�� Not about propheciesNot about prophecies

�� Biography of life of prophetBiography of life of prophet

•• Prophesied to Prophesied to NinevahNinevah



JonahJonah

•• One of most ridiculed Bible booksOne of most ridiculed Bible books

•• Three basic approachesThree basic approaches
�� MythologicalMythological

�� AllegoricalAllegorical

�� LiteralLiteral--HistoricalHistorical



JonahJonah

•• MythologicalMythological
�� Liberal viewLiberal view

�� Treats the book as untrueTreats the book as untrue



JonahJonah

�� IsraelIsrael

�� Gentile nationsGentile nations

�� Babylonian CaptivityBabylonian Captivity

�� Return under EzraReturn under Ezra

••Allegorical Allegorical –– Book is an extended parableBook is an extended parable
�� JonahJonah

�� SeaSea

�� FishFish

�� RegurgitationRegurgitation
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–Julius Brewer Julius Brewer 

International Critical CommentaryInternational Critical Commentary



JonahJonah

•• LiteralLiteral--HistoricalHistorical
�� Presents itself as historyPresents itself as history

�� Scripture writers accepted it as historyScripture writers accepted it as history
•• Writer of 2 KingsWriter of 2 Kings

•• JesusJesus

�� Jews/early church accepted it as historyJews/early church accepted it as history



JonahJonah

•• Jonah from GathJonah from Gath--heperheperin in ZebulunZebulun

•• North of Nazareth in GalileeNorth of Nazareth in Galilee

•• Son of Son of Amittai
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Jonah Disobeying  1Jonah Disobeying  1

•• God's Command   1:1God's Command   1:1--22
�� Go to Go to NinevahNinevah

�� Condemn their sinfulnessCondemn their sinfulness

�� Call them to repentanceCall them to repentance

�� Only time in OT Israel is commanded to Only time in OT Israel is commanded to 
actively pursue the Gentiles actively pursue the Gentiles 



Jonah Disobeying  1Jonah Disobeying  1

•• God's Command   1:1God's Command   1:1--22
�� Israel was to be a passive witnessIsrael was to be a passive witness

�� Gentiles were to see differenceGentiles were to see difference

�� Many Gentile proselytes in OTMany Gentile proselytes in OT
•• RuthRuth

•• JaelJael

•• ShamgarShamgar

•• HagarHagar



Jonah Disobeying  1Jonah Disobeying  1

••NinevahNinevah

••JoppaJoppa

TarshishTarshish (?)(?)

•• GathGath--hepherhepher



Jonah Disobeying  1Jonah Disobeying  1

•• God's Discipline  1:4God's Discipline  1:4--99



JonahJonah

•• Jonah Disobeying Jonah Disobeying 11

•• Jonah Praying Jonah Praying 22

•• Jonah ObeyingJonah Obeying 33

•• Jonah Learning Jonah Learning 44



LessonsLessons

•• GodGod’’ s omnipotence s omnipotence 

•• GodGod’’ s love and compassion s love and compassion 

•• God answers prayerGod answers prayer



OBADIAHOBADIAH

EdomEdom’’ s Destructions Destruction



AuthorAuthor

•• Name means Name means ““ Servant of JehovahServant of Jehovah””

•• Common nameCommon name
�� At least Thirteen At least Thirteen ““ ObadiahsObadiahs”” in Old Testamentin Old Testament

•• AhabAhab’’ s steward (?) (2 Chronicles 17:7 )s steward (?) (2 Chronicles 17:7 )
�� Historically improbable Historically improbable 

•• Know nothing about him other than his Know nothing about him other than his 
namename



Historical SettingHistorical Setting

•• Long history of enmity between Edom and Long history of enmity between Edom and 
IsraelIsrael

•• Originated withOriginated with
�� EsauEsau

�� JacobJacob

•• Hostility began over birthrightHostility began over birthright



Historical SettingHistorical Setting

•• Edom helped Babylon attack Jerusalem Edom helped Babylon attack Jerusalem 
�� Should have been JudahShould have been Judah’’ s allys ally

�� Encouraged the BabyloniansEncouraged the Babylonians

•• Edom control part of the NegevEdom control part of the Negev



Historical SettingHistorical Setting

•• Obadiah centered around Obadiah centered around 
trade routestrade routes
�� Kings highway Kings highway 

�� Damascus to EgyptDamascus to Egypt

•• Controlled of highway Controlled of highway 
control of wealthcontrol of wealth

EdomEdom



PurposePurpose

•• Announce  destruction of Edom Announce  destruction of Edom 
�� PridePride

�� Sin against JudahSin against Judah

•• Comfort Judah by announcing Edom's Comfort Judah by announcing Edom's 
destruction destruction 

•• Judah's restoration and deliverance in the Judah's restoration and deliverance in the 
Day of the LordDay of the Lord



EdomEdom’’ s Progression of Sins Progression of Sin

PridePride
(3(3--4)4)

Condoning EvilCondoning Evil
(11)(11)

Promotion of EvilPromotion of Evil
(12)(12)

Participation in EvilParticipation in Evil
(13(13--14)14)



Day of the LordDay of the Lord

•• God Judges IsraelGod Judges Israel’’ s Enemiess Enemies

Near FulfillmentNear Fulfillment Ultimate FulfillmentUltimate FulfillmentObadiahObadiah



Conclusion and ApplicationConclusion and Application

•• Pride deceives and leads to more sinPride deceives and leads to more sin

•• Sin follows a downward pathSin follows a downward path

•• God will keep His wordGod will keep His word

•• God will punish sinGod will punish sin

•• God will protect His ownGod will protect His own



MicahMicah



AuthorAuthor

•• GodGod’’ s Final Prophet to Norths Final Prophet to North

•• Only Prophet to both North and SouthOnly Prophet to both North and South

•• Name means Name means ““ Who is Like God?Who is Like God?””

•• From From MoreshethMoresheth



MicahMicah’’ s Ministrys Ministry
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DateDate

•• Contemporary of IsaiahContemporary of Isaiah

•• Prophesied under . . .Prophesied under . . .
�� JothamJotham

�� AhazAhaz

�� HezekiahHezekiah

•• BC 750BC 750--686686



PurposePurpose

•• Demonstrate GodDemonstrate God’’ s covenant requireds covenant required
�� HolinessHoliness

�� JusticeJustice

•• God will judge them for sinGod will judge them for sin

•• God will ultimately establish a righteous God will ultimately establish a righteous 
kingdomkingdom



StructureStructure

•• Imminent Judgment Declared (1Imminent Judgment Declared (1--3)3)

•• Ultimate Blessing Promised (4Ultimate Blessing Promised (4--5)5)

•• Present Repentance Pleaded (6Present Repentance Pleaded (6--7)7)



NahumNahum

Doom of NinevehDoom of Nineveh



NAHUMNAHUM

•• AuthorAuthor
�� Nahum means comfort or consolationNahum means comfort or consolation

�� Message of destruction of NinevehMessage of destruction of Nineveh

�� Message of consolation for the oppressed Message of consolation for the oppressed 
nationsnations



NAHUMNAHUM

JonahJonah
•• 800 BC 800 BC 

•• Emphasis: prophet Emphasis: prophet 

•• Disobedient prophet Disobedient prophet 

•• Obedient Nation Obedient Nation 

•• Deliverance from Water Deliverance from Water 

•• Repentance of Nineveh Repentance of Nineveh 

NahumNahum
•• 650 BC650 BC

•• Emphasis: prophecy Emphasis: prophecy 

•• Obedient prophet Obedient prophet 

•• Disobedient Nation Disobedient Nation 

•• Destruction by water Destruction by water 

•• Rebellion of NinevehRebellion of Nineveh



••NinevehNineveh

•• Elkosh (?)Elkosh (?)



NINEVAHNINEVAH

•• Founded by Nimrod (Gen. 10:8Founded by Nimrod (Gen. 10:8--12)12)

•• On east bank of TigrisOn east bank of Tigris

•• At junction with KhosrAt junction with Khosr

•• Wall formed northern/eastern bordersWall formed northern/eastern borders



NinevehNineveh

City moat and wall

Kho
sr

 R
ive

r

Tigris R
iver

3 miles

8 m
iles



NINEVAHNINEVAH

•• Destroyed (BC 612) by . . .Destroyed (BC 612) by . . .
�� BabyloniansBabylonians

�� MedesMedes

�� ScythiansScythians

•• Besieged for over two yearsBesieged for over two years



NINEVAHNINEVAH

•• Third year Third year 
�� KhosrKhosr River floodedRiver flooded

�� Destroyed flood gatesDestroyed flood gates

�� Allowed enemy to enterAllowed enemy to enter
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NAHUMNAHUM

•• NinevehNineveh’’ s Doom Declared s Doom Declared -- The JudgeThe Judge

•• NinevehNineveh’’ s Doom Described s Doom Described -- The JudgmentThe Judgment

•• NinevehNineveh’’ s Doom Deserved s Doom Deserved -- The The 
JustificationJustification


